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A Longitudinal Study of the Relationship Between Undergraduates’ Epistemological Development and Their Information Seeking Behavior in Digital Environments: Stage 1
During the fall 2001 semester 15 first-year undergraduate students’ information seeking behavior was examined in relation to their stage of epistemological development (how they view and construct knowledge). Students completed an interview about their information seeking behavior; completed a short-answer questionnaire, the Measure of Epistemological Reflection (MER), which determined students’ level of epistemological development; and searched the Web and the university’s online public access catalog (OPAC) using tasks from the Reflective Judgment Interview (RJI) that further assessed students’ epistemological development level. Students talked aloud while searching the Web and the OPAC about the decisions they were making about the information they encountered while transaction analyses software (Lotus ScreenCam) recorded both their search moves and their decision-making through verbal protocol analysis.  The students will be followed over the next three years to capture changes in both their information seeking behavior and their epistemological developmentboth cognitive processes.  Qualitative analyses entail examining the relationship between undergraduates’ epistemological development level and how they search for information in digital environments.  The main research question is: Do students at different stages of epistemological development exhibit different information seeking behavior in digital environments?  This paper will report the results of the first stage of the study.  
